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16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence) [12.16 pm]: 
I rise to inform the house about the work the McGowan government is doing to prevent and respond to family, 
domestic and sexual violence. Sadly, not a week goes by when we are not reminded of high levels of violence 
in our community. The message from our government is that this violence must stop. As a government, we are 
challenging the underlying drivers of violence and focusing on changing attitudes, norms and behaviours. 
In less than a month’s time, our successful annual 16 Days in WA campaign will commence. This year’s campaign 
theme is “Ending violence against women—it’s everybody’s business”. This message reminds us that we all 
have a role to play in calling out disrespectful behaviour where we live, work, learn and socialise. It is also about 
promoting workplace cultures that prioritise safety and respect. The 16 Days in WA campaign is in its sixth year. 
It has successfully engaged the corporate, philanthropic and sporting sectors to take up this crucial issue, which 
has sadly remained out of sight for too long. 
The McGowan government has demonstrated its commitment to preventing and responding to domestic violence 
with our unprecedented investment of $150 million in new funding. This includes a $7.3 million prevention package, 
expanding our Respectful Relationships program in schools and sporting organisations, and training more frontline 
responders to better recognise the signs that someone may be impacted by violence. These investments are crucial 
to ensuring we make progress in ending violence against women and children. Since we came into government, 
the expenditure on family and domestic violence services has increased from $49 million per year to $89 million 
per year in 2021–22. We have not only supported a range of new initiatives, but also made a commitment to provide 
five-year contracts to the sector to provide stability and allow organisations to plan longer term. We continue to work 
with the sector to ensure that these contracts strengthen and improve the service system and to show our support 
for a sector that was neglected for too long by the previous Liberal–National government. 
Every year, the 16 Days in WA campaign gives us the opportunity to learn more about family, domestic and sexual 
violence. I encourage all members of this house to get involved in this important campaign. Ending violence against 
women—it’s everybody’s business. 
 


	16 DAYS IN WA TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
	Statement by Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence


